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had to show the bosses that we were proud, beautiful Black women who would
never again tolerate that type of abuse. We led the largest labor strike in the state of
Mississippi. We won that battle and began a workers rights movement all over the
state. Plants began to organize. Although we won many battles, we still must
continue the struggle to overthrow Jim Crow laws that still exist today. Workplaces
are still racially segregated. Black workers still are assigned to the most dirtiest and
most dangerous jobs and forced to work under conditions that look a lot like slavery.

After Durban 2001

As a labor organizer, | left Durban and returned to the Mississippi Delta. This is
where | was born and raised. The Mississippi Delta is often described as the poorest
region in the country. Forty-three percent of our population lives below the poverty
line and only 5% of the state is unionized. Even in the 21st Century, as an organizer, |
found that the same inhumane working conditions still existed across the Delta and
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The Struggle Going Forward

Today, | am part of a Black women’s leadership group called the Fannie Lou
Hamer Roundtable. The inspiration for forming this group grew out of the first Black
Women’s International Roundtable, which was held in Harare, Zimbabwe in 2000.
We meet to support the struggles of Black women in the Delta and other parts of the
state. | gain strength from this group of Black women leaders because we come
together to address common issues, motivate and strategize. As an organizer, |
provide training and encouragement to younger women who are entering the
workers’ rights movement.

Following the Harare and Durban experiences, | became a national and
international voice for oppressed working people all over the world. | speak on
college campuses, at libraries, churches and labor rallies to fire people up and get
them moving. As president of the Workers’ Center, | assist with building campaigns
against modern day forms of racial terror (including noose making, attempted
lynchings, racist graffiti and
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